FROG POT

Wednesday 17 September 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Len Badb, Richard
Witcombe

Continued excavating mud and farm rubbish from @heliameter pot. There are fluted, solid rock walls
around most of the circumference. Short too tightuncovered in south western corner at a depthpgirox
10

Wednesday 24 September 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Len Badb, Richard
Witcombe, Graham Bromley

Digging by Somerset Wildlife Trust trainees earliethe week had uncovered a large block whichijugipy
its fluting had fallen from the back wall. More madd rubbish were removed from around the block.

Sunday 28 September 1997 - Dave Speed, Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Richarddakiibe

Tony Jarratt had banged the block on Thursday.ddieis was removed and digging was concentrated in
choked 18" wide rift at the north end of the dighudehold rubbish and rusty corrugated iron arelsihg
found at a depth of 12' or so.

Wednesday 1 October 1997 - NHASA

Erected tripod and cleared mud and rubbish fronskizdt.

Friday 3 October 1997 - SWT team

While clearing out the top section of the northemd of the rift, a man-sized hole was opened upt@abo
below ground level. Nick Robson and Kate Lawrengpeegzed in and were able to clear a way down a 12'
shaft to a mud and rock choke emitting a slightidhd. There was no sign that this had been entezfate,

but there may be a blocked connection to the mftin r

Sunday 5 October 1997 - Dave Speed, Graham Bromley, Len Coltham, Richarttdftibe, Rob Taviner,
Kate Lawrence

Cleared a small amount of mud and rock from the slaft but the awkward lift out soon pulled the diian
off the only small bucket available. GB uncoveradeacouraging airspace amongst the fill.

Clearing switched to the bank of spoil betweenrtber shaft and the main shaft. A clay choked crafdwa
inches wide is the only high level link between tive, apart from the entrance keyhole, but at aldep8'
the connection appeared to be widening.

Wednesday 8 October 1997 - Dave Speed, Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Paul &tillnien Coltham,
Richard Witcombe

Continued clearing the north end of the main #t.a depth of 12', a way through into the new wifis
uncovered. KL did a round trip, descending the niévand emerging in the main shaft.

Sunday 12 October 1997 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed, Paul Stillman, Lefth@am. Dave Morrison
later

During the recent spells of heavy rain, turf anddrhad slumped to the shaft bottom. The afternoanspant
clearing the threshhold to the new shaft to craatpoil removal route. A small frog came up infilie

Wednesday 15 October 1997 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, GrahBromley, Kate
Lawrence




Digging in the new shaft and further clearing adgsthe threshhold. Another frog was spotted budesu
capture.

The new rift is approximately 6' long by 18" toviltde with a small offshoot to the right and an barthoke
straight ahead. The mud floor is underlain by aeydill.

Taking a bucket out through the lower entrancexiseenely awkward, and a small amount of chemical
enlargement would be beneficial.

Sunday 19 October 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner

Clearing away spoil from the surface.

Wednesday 22 October 1997 - NHASA

Digging in the new rift, using a skip instead dfuecket. A few feet of horizontal progress made.

Sunday 26 October 1997 - Dave Speed, Kate Lawrence, Bob Cottle, Richard tiitoe, Rob Taviner, Dave
Morrison

Digging in the new rift. An end wall was reacheaabl10' in from the lower entrance, with a diggalvkey
on down and perhaps under it. KL opened up a tirpighting hole towards the end of the afternoom,ito
was soon lost in the quagmire of the floor.

Wednesday 29 October 1997 - Clive North, Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Richard Witbe, Kate Lawrence

Digging beneath the end wall of the new rift. Todlgathe end of the evening, RT uncovered a smadl ool
the left hand side, partly covered by a large staich had probably peeled off the wall. There waslh air
by the hole, but various rocks prevented any olesaw downwards.

Sunday 2 November 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombeb Raviner, Dave
Morrison, Paul Stillman, Len Coltham, Clive North

More mud was removed from around the large slabrbef was pulled out of the floor and smashed ith w
hammer and chisel. Beneath was only a small aiesipathe wet mud.

At the end of the afternoon, another tiny hole wasovered against the vertical back wall.

Wednesday 5 November 1997 - Dave Speed, Paul Stillman

A token bucket was brought out to the main shaft.

Sunday 9 November 1997 - Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Bob Cottle, Kate Lavees Richard Witcombe,
Dave Speed

More mud clearing, reaching a depth of perhapdeew the surface. The tiny airspace seems todwirg
under the end wall, and the walls on either sigeuandercut. A few pieces of broken plate and alsnadle
came out of the fill together with a strong sméltiesel.

Wednesday 12 November 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Graham Bromley, Paul Stillman, Lesitl@am, Dave
Speed, Rob Taviner, Dave Morrison, Clive North

General mud clearing. A small airspace was uncavigra narrow rift on the right.

Sunday 16 November 1997 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Len Coltham, Richardtd&imbe, James
Witcombe, Dave Morrison, James Morrison, Kate Lawee




General mud clearing. There appears to be a diggedy on under the end wall. Another small frogniihu

Tuesday 18 November 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Dave Morrison, Rob Taviner, Paulr8éin with some help
from SWT students.

Cleared out all the mud from the rear end of the passage.

Wednesday 19 November 1997 - NHASA

Further mud clearing.

Sunday 23 November 1997 - Dave Morrison, Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, LesitBam, Clive North,
Kate Lawrence

Lowering the floor level of the new passage, whilmow a well sculpted 20" deep elliptical pot|dsig by
18" to 2' wide. More depth needs to be gained lecttoe downstream arch can be properly investigated.

Wednesday 26 November 1997 - Rob Taviner, Kate Lawrence, Richard Witcombe, D&geed, Dave
Morrison, Paul Stillman

Cleared more from the floor and pushed 2' into dbginstream passage. The fill is gravelly mud with
occasional stones.

A draught was present but it is probably a circtiiaw.

Sunday 30 November 1997 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Len Coltham, Bob Cotfechard Witcombe,
Clive North, Kate Lawrence

Pushed 2' to 3' further into the downstream passHue left hand wall carries on straight but thghtihand
side widens out considerably, perhaps indicatingikautary. Overhead the roof appears to be ofjammed
boulders, and none too safe judging by the occakiond falls.

By the end of the afternoon, a small hole had apgokia the end face alongside the right hand wall.

Four planets - Venus, Mars, Saturn and Jupiterewisible in the starry night sky.

Wednesday 3 December 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Patillman, Dave
Speed

A further probe into the downstream passage. hs@de the threshhold, a large section of roof apgpabe
unsupported. Clouting the block with an entrenchtogl produced no movement, but mud falls from
alongside it were disconcerting for the digger. Tilled passage ahead has a small airspace ateweeifwith

a thin layer of blackened fill (? rotted streamrbdetritus), but the roof block prevented any vigwhe way
on.

A dead vole was found at the bottom of the newtshaf

Sunday 7 December 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Richard Witcombe, Ken Appleby, Ralvifier, Clive North

Digging in the downstream passage, now some 5'. Iigor mud falls continued, but the roof block
remained in place. The fill ahead contains a nurolbéarrger rocks, perhaps indicative of a collapsee. Air
spaces appeared from time to time but no signifidesught was detected.

Wednesday 10 December 1997 - Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe, Dapeed

A significant roof collapse had occurred, depogitinlarge pile of mud in the downstream passagert@ad



was a 10' high void with a doubtful ceiling andwsefurther up the rift. This joint probably cont&giup to
the surface so further horizontal progress at level will be very problematic. There is a possibieall
bedding plane on the left but otherwise just a hagd choke.

Digging made small inroads into the mud pile.

Sunday 14 December 1997 - Bob Cottle, Paul Stillman, Len Coltham, Dave MasrisRob Taviner, Richard
Witcombe, Kate Lawrence

Deepened the floor of the second shaft outsideloinnstream passage, encountering very stony fill.

Sunday 18 January 1998 - Graham Bromley, Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Richalittombe, Bob Cottle,
Paul Stillman

Further deepening of the second shaft. Small arsapfntvater percolating out of the near end walbsgibly
another choked connection with the entrance shaft.

Tuesday 20 January 1998 - Paul Stillman, Len Coltham

Small amount of spoil brought out from the secamafts

Wednesday 21 January 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe

Started clearing out the left hand inlet passadbdropen pot - an 18" wide sinuous rift.

Sunday 25 January 1998 - Dave Speed, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Katerdence

Further clearing of the inlet. The lower sectiondsy narrow.

Wednesday 28 January 1998 - Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Lanae Kelland, Kate
Lawrence

Digging in the floor of the second shaft.

Friday 30 January 1998 - Paul Stillman, Len Coltham

Light problems meant that only a token bucket wasight out.

Wednesday 4 February 1998 - Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe plusAEA

A large amount of mud and a few small rocks wemght out from the second shaft.

Sunday 8 February 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Graham Bromley, Paul Stillman, Rddwiidler, Richard
Witcombe, Ken Appleby, Bob Cottle, Don Pickrell

Further digging in the second shaft. Stony fill @mndsion features in the right hand wall.

Wednesday 11 February 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Ralviner, Dave
Speed, Lawrence Kelland

More digging in the second shaft. Bone fragmentsi{@bly cow) were found in the mud fill and a fanyt
holes were uncovered in a more gravelly layer aaethe indented right hand wall. The second skafow
about 20' deep.

Sunday 15 February 1998 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Len Coltham

Using a four bucket relay system, over thirty loagse brought out from the second shaft. Plentlgroken



cow bones from the near end.

Wednesday 18 February 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe, Patillman, Dave
Speed

Digging in the second shaft. More bones at the eadr and occasional stones and gravel layers ahtiey
glutinous clay.

Sunday 1 March 1998 - Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Katevtence

Clearing the run-in material at the back of theoselcshatft.

Wednesday 4 March 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Rabiner, Mark Lumley

A foot or more of water at the bottom of the secshdft following several days of heavy rain.

More excavation of the run-in material. Beyond theeshhold the roof rises for about 20' in what is
essentially a third in-line shaft. There may beaywn over the top and possibly some developmenhdo
the right.

Sunday 8 March 1998 - Graham Bromley, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, BobtlépRichard Witcombe, Don
Pickrell

A pool 8' long by 2' deep had accumulated aftexyeain.
The afternoon was spent bucketing out water aralljim few loads of sludge.

Wednesday 11 March 1998 - Richard Witcombe, Dave Speed, Rob Taviner, Palliviatn, Mark Lumley

A large amount of sludge and glutinous mud was ginbout from the floor of the second shaft.

Wednesday 18 March 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Mark lleynRichard Witcombe

Digging in the threshhold between the second shadt the aven beyond. Ahead is a total choke, with a
narrow 1' wide rift continuing beyond the aven aath height and a bedding plane roof emerging ottethe
With a width of 4' narrowing to 3' and no floor y@tcountered, there is the potential to excavatmay,
walking passage.

Sunday 29 March 1998 - Graham Bromley, Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Fatillman

Digging in the threshhold and face beyond.

Wednesday 1 April 1998 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Tony Littler, Rdhviner, Dave Speed

Digging in the downstream passage. Before leaRigclimbed 10' up the aven to a point where it beza
too tight.

A small frog was rescued from the bottom.

Wednesday 8 April 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Tony Littler, Rob ireer, Dave Speed

Further digging in the downstream passage.

Wednesday 15 April 1997 - Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Tdityler, Dave Speed

Digging in the downstream passage. The fill bengahbedding plane roof and in the alcove on ttletiis a
fine, layered silt, while the narrow rift ahead ahe floor deposits are a compacted stony fill.afge slab



uncovered in the floor has probably dropped froetibdding roof.

Wednesday 22 April 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Mark lleyn Richard Witcombe,
Dave Speed

Digging in the downstream passage. A second blaskumcovered, resting on the first slab.

Sunday 26 April 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Bob Cottle, Rob Taviner, Richarddiibe

Digging in the downstream passage. The second lidolzkkge and will significantly reduce the surfarea
of the digging face.

Wednesday 13 May 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Manmley, Rob Taviner

Started moving the surface spoil heap by trailea tnore acceptable location in preparation forsiimamer
shutdown of the dig. Cleared about two thirds eflileap with a spectular electrical storm ragingloead.

Sunday 24 May 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner

Finished clearing away the spoil heap.

Wednesday 8 July 1998 - Paul Stillman, Tony Littler, Dave Speed, Richard&timbe

An interval at Frog Pot whilst awaiting the instaibn of more shoring at Dave Mitchell's Dig.
Cleared gravelly fill from the right hand side bEtpassage.
Evil smell in the threshhold to the second shaft.

Wednesday 15 July 1998 - Paul Stillman, Tony Littler, Richard Witcombe, Laamce Kelland, Dave Speed

Added a second pulley to the haulage system (oskipehandle) and a longer rope. Hauling was lighte
longer, so little advantage was gained.

More digging in the downstream passage.
The source of the smell was uncovered - a deadtr@binpled into the threshhold mud!

Wednesday 22 July 1998 - Paul Stillman, Tony Littler, Rob Taviner, Kate Lamce

More digging in the downstream passage. Some ofabEblocks seem to be held in place by sideibict
only.

Sunday 26 July 1998 - Paul Stillman

Underground photography.

Wednesday 29 July 1998 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, D&peed, Kate Lawrence

More digging in the downstream passage. One ramfkohow has a mud choked rift on either side effit
props will be needed to give at least psychologsegiurity. The right hand, wider rift has largeck® in the
fill, one possible helping to hold up the above tiwred roof block!

Wednesday 5 Auqust 1998 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, NHA&#ntingent

Several feet of horizontal progress made. Theorifthe right has become narrow and well choked srithall
rocks, but the bedding plane on the left betweenrtiof blocks and the fallen floor blocks is stillo feet



high and packed with silts and gravels. A sortalf tube is developing in the roof block.

Wednesday 12 August 1998 - Rob Taviner, Paul Stillman, Lawrence Kelland, Rich@&/itcombe

Cleaned out the slurry at the bottom of the sectradt.
Rescued a small frog from the open shaft.

Wednesday 26 August 1998 - Paul Stillman, Kate Lawrence, Simon Meade-King,Haid Witcombe, Dave
Speed, Tony Littler

Installed two timber pit props between the roofchko and the fallen blocks in the horizontal passage
removed more fill from the end.

Rescued another frog from the bottom of the cave.

Wednesday 2 September 1998 - Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner, Tdityler

Continued digging in the terminal rift and beddjigne. The large chockstone in the rift slid oegrsingly
without affecting the stability of the roof.

Wednesday 16 September 1998 - Simon Meade-King, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Makmley, Tony
Littler, Richard Witcombe and a large NHASA coniimd.

A large amount of spoil removed from the face. Téfehand rift is now almost as wide as that onrihét,
and mud falls from above are occurring. The cemtraf block will need more shoring.

Sunday 20 September 1998 - Richard Witcombe, Rob Taviner

Inserted a third timber support beneath the cemiaflblock.

Wednesday 23 September 1998 - Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe, Kate Lawrence, Thittfer

Inserted a fourth timber support - at this poirg dap between the central roof block and the fldock is
only 20",

Removed three token buckets of mud.

Wednesday 7 October 1998 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner, Tdityler

Removed more mud from the lower passage. The djggice is now over 10' from the pot and the digger
needs an assistant to help with bucket handling.

Wednesday 14 October 1998 - Richard Witcombe, Paul Stillman, Rob Taviner adHASA contingent

The digging face is advancing under another mueldfiaven which periodically deposits spoil on ofriont
of the digger. The overall passage width is indrepdut a large block is embedded in the mud ahead

Wednesday 11 November 1998 - Dave Speed, Paul Stillman

Erected a new steel cable winch (incorporatingldMINRC winch) at the dig. It was linked to thepiod by
a length of scaffold pole.

Wednesday 18 November 1998 - Richard Witcombe, Kate Lawrence, Dave Speed, P#lin&n, Tony
Littler

After heavy rain, cracks had appeared around tHacispoil heap which is directly over the currentl of



the cave!

Underground, a large run-in had occurred, deriveddaubt from a roof collapse at the far end, whikh
temporarily inaccessible. A start was made on tigahe very wet mud slurry.

A steel hook was used by the ledgeman to guidstted cable away from the overhanging shags irshiaét
wall.

Sunday 29 November 1998 - Paul Stillman and three MNRC members

Moved some of the spoil heap to the field edge dusipg wheel barrows.

Sunday 13 December 1998 - Paul Stillman

Moved more of the spoil heap by wheelbarrow. Theaas still subsiding.

Wednesday 16 December 1998 - Kate Lawrence, Rob Taviner, Richard Witcombe, Patillman, Tony
Littler

Brought out sludgy spoil from the run-in and tobky wheelbarrow to a dump near the farm.

Wednesday 30 December 1998 - Paul Stillman, Richard Witcombe

The area of collapsing ground is now some 8' irmdi&r. In the south west corner, a hole in mud has
appeared, 1' across and up to 3' deep. A majalesust seems imminent.



